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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Contact: Kathy Jones, 936-494-3438, lsgcd@consolidated.net
Keep Landscape Water Conservation In 
Mind This Spring and Summer

April 15, 2005, Conroe, Texas -- Homeowners should keep water conservation in mind when working with new or existing landscapes this spring.


When planning a new landscape, please consider the ease or difficulty in irrigating the area.  Areas that are long and narrow or small or odd shaped are difficult to water efficiently with any irrigation equipment.  Try to eliminate long, narrow areas and incorporate more blocky, square areas.


Select trees, shrubs, and ground covers that are suited for Gulf Coast Area.  There is a wide range of Texas native plants which are naturally adapted to the region.  Most have lower water demand than many non-adapted exotic plants from other areas.


Turf grass requires more water and maintenance than other landscape plants.  When installing or replacing turf areas, be sure to keep water use requirements in mind.

Homeowners should consider the function of their turf areas.  Patios, decks, ground covers, and shrub beds can be used to reduce turf areas and cut outdoor water consumption.


Much of the water applied to lawns and gardens is never absorbed by the plants.  Some is lost to runoff because it is applied too quickly, and some water evaporates from exposed, unmulched soil surfaces.
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Generally, too much water is applied too quickly in our landscapes.  Frequent irrigation not only wastes water, but it can also leach nutrients away from plant roots.


When do we need to water the lawn?  According to Texas Cooperative Extension, the easiest way to decide this is to look at the turf.


Wilting and discoloration are signs of water stress.  Homeowners have from 24 to 48 hours to water following the first sign of wilting.  Otherwise, serious damage may occur to the turf.  Apply an inch of water as rapidly as possible without runoff.


Watering infrequently, but thoroughly, helps create a deep, well-rooted lawn that uses water more efficiently.


When irrigating your lawn this spring and summer, please be sure to comply with landscape watering ordinances your town or city may have in place.


If an automatic sprinkler system is used in your landscape, take time to make sure the sprinkler heads are properly adjusted to avoid irrigating the sidewalk or driveway.  Also, properly adjusted sprinkler heads throw large droplets of water rather than a fine mist which is susceptible to wind drift and evaporation.  If a hose end sprinkler is used, be sure to water in early morning or late evening to avoid evaporation losses caused by evaporation during the heat of the day.


With planning and implementations of proven water conservation methods, homeowners can have a beautiful landscape that helps conserve the surface and ground water resources of Montgomery County.


For more information, contact:

Kathy Jones, General Manager

P.O. Box 2467 

Conroe, TX  77305 

Phone:  936/494-3438

Email:  lsgcd@consolidated.net
www.lonestargcd.org
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