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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Contact: Kathy Jones, 936-494-3438, lsgcd@consolidated.net
JULY 11, 2006 - - The Lone Star Groundwater Conservation District today adopted its 2007 groundwater use fee and groundwater transportation fee rate.  The water use fee, which will be effective on January 1, 2007, will be $1 per acre-foot of water used for agricultural use and 6 cents per 1000 gallons for water used for other purposes.  The cost of water to an average family of four will be approximately 48 cents per month, and is usually reflected in the monthly billing received from the city, municipal utility district, or other retail water provider.  Small “mom and pop” well owners that produce water only for domestic or livestock use are not required to pay a fee.  An acre-foot of water is approximately 325,000 gallons. 
The District had a 5 cents per 1000 gallon rate in 2002, but had lowered the rate from 2003 through 2005 because it had built up revenue surpluses.  “We knew that excess money belonged to the fee payers and water users of Montgomery County,” said Kathy Turner Jones, General Manager of the District. “So, unlike some governmental agencies, our Board of Directors lowered our rates temporarily to use up those excess revenues already received from to the citizens of the county rather than finding new ways to spend that money.” 

Orval Love, President of the Board of Directors of the District, added “I am proud of this board of directors for its fiscal responsibility and accountability to the people of Montgomery County.  We have proven that, when our rates produce more revenue than is needed to operate the District in any given year, we are committed to lowering the rates until the budget surpluses have been expended.  Our reserve funds are now back to appropriate levels, and the Board has set the water use fee for 2007 at an affordable rate of only 1 cent higher than that of 2002.”


The groundwater transportation fee, which is charged to persons who pump groundwater from a well in Montgomery County and transport that water for use outside of the county, is an additional 50 percent surcharge on top of the regular water use fee rate.  It is designed to discourage groundwater marketers from attempting to siphon Montgomery County’s water resources away to other locations for a profit. 
For more information, contact:

Kathy Tuner Jones, General Manager

P.O. Box 2467 

Conroe, TX  77305 
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