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USING RAIN BARRELS

An age-old product that is now making a comeback, rain barrels are used to collect rain water, which homeowners can then use to supplement their well or municipally supplied water.


The homeowner places the barrel under a downspout (the downspout must be cut to fit the barrel beneath it). Water flows from the downspout into the barrel through an aluminum screened louver on top. The closed container is child safe and eliminates the possibility of bugs entering and breeding, Greenstein said.


Water can be released from the barrel through a spigot on the bottom to which a hose can be connected. A spigot on top is used to divert any overflow through a hose away from the house.


Over a spring, summer, and fall season an average household could collect as much as 4,000 gallons by using rain barrels.

Diverting water from your downspout into rainwater catchment systems has several advantages: 
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  reduces the volume of water flowing to the sewer treatment facility
  lowers the percentage of roof top rainfall as a component of urban runoff
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  backup source of water during times of drought or between rain showers
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  helps to keep our creeks and beaches clean
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  naturally softened water - great for delicate houseplants, auto cleaning and window washing
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  Saves money by lowering your water bill
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  reduces the need for additional tax dollars earmarked for sewer expansion
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  chlorine-free water helps maintain a healthy biotic community in the soil
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  educational tool for teaching residents about water conservation
